CHRISTMAS NOVENA
17 DECEMBER

INTRODUCTION: Dear Friends, we are on the second day of the Novena in preparation
for Christmas. Today, we shall ponder on the inner attitude of our blessed Mother Mary and
St Joseph; which were one of total openness and docility to God’s plan for their lives, even at
the cost of their own personal projects.

SCRIPTURE: Mt 1:18 - 21

REFLECTION: Joseph often seems a shadowy support role in the nativity scene. I spend
some time with him today, appreciating his integrity, valuing his ability to discern and
recognising that God gave him a message of encouragement.

INTERCESSIONS: To Christ our Redeemer, who comes to save us from our sins, let us
cry out with joy:

Response: Come and be born in our hearts!

1.The prophets of old foretold your birth among us, the Angels announced the tidings of
goodnews at your birth; come and dwell in the now of our daily lives. R/-

2. You came to bring us wholeness of life, heal and restore the entire creation into its glory.
R/-

3. By the mystery of your incarnation we are made your brothers and sisters, do not let us
become estranged from you and from each other.R/-

4. You were born the Prince of peace, grant the gift of your peace this Christmas, to every
nation, race and ethnic group that lives in conflict and violence.R/-

5. Lord, let the poor and the victimized experience anew, your reign of justice and equity that
you bring. R/-

CONCLUDING PRAYER: All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good
that Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of

heaven, where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit God, forever and ever Amen.







