
HOLY HALF HOUR FOR ADVENT DECEMBER 1, 2017

I.   OPENING SONG:   Joyful Celebration no. 164    Have thy own way Lord... 

II.         INTRODUCTION: 

PRIEST: Lord Jesus Christ, ever-present in the Most Blessed Sacrament, we come before
your infinite majesty at this time of prayer and meditation. You have promised to
come to us as the splendor of the Father, and now in this Advent experience, we
await the revelation of you, the Word made flesh. We are here to listen to your
life-giving Word, humbly imploring your divine grace to enlighten our minds and
hearts,  so  that  our  deeds  may  become  a  manifestation  of  your  love  and
compassion. For you will come again to deal with us as our deeds deserve, and it
is here and now that we choose for ourselves our own destiny, in your kingdom,
or away from it. As we say, “O come divine Messiah,” listen to our plea, come to
us, Lord Jesus, “marana tha” come, and do not delay. 

III. EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

IV. OPENING PRAYER

PRIEST: Father in heaven,
you have made us for yourself;
our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Fulfill this longing through Jesus, the Bread of Life,
so that we may witness to him
who alone satisfies the hungers of the human family.
By the power of your Spirit
lead us to the heavenly table
where we may feast on the vision of your glory
for ever and ever. 

ALL: Amen
COMMENTATOR: Let us pause for a moment for silent adoration. 

V. SCRIPTURE PASSAGE  1 Cor. 1:3-9 To be proclaimed from the Bible 

COMMENTATOR: Let’s be seated and silently meditate on the message of the Word of God.
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VI. POINTS FOR REFLECTION:

 THE THREE COMINGS OF JESUS
    
           While Considering One, We Prepare for Another 
              

           One way of really enriching our Advent journey is to keep in mind the three
comings of Jesus, and how they relate to one another.

                     
Jesus was born into our history - at a fixed point in time in the past.  Jesus comes to us
now, in a whole variety of ways.  Jesus promised that he will come again in glory, at the
end of time.

           
The Incarnation:  Jesus has come. This is not the coming we await.  The first coming of
Jesus has already happened.  Our preparation to celebrate his birth is the occasion for our
deeper  reflection.   On  the  first  level,  it  is  so  important  that  we  really  let  ourselves
experience the power of the Incarnation:  God is with us.  That God became one of us
means that "human" is one of the ways God can be.  The deeper we contemplate this
mystery the more we enter into the grace of "God with us."  The more we let ourselves be
touched by this mystery, the more we see the connection between Christmas and Easter:
all of this is "for me" - for my salvation - to free me from the power of sin and death. 

My Life Now:  Jesus comes to me

When we open our hearts  and our mouths  and plead,  "Come,  O Lord,"  we are most
experiencing  our  desire  for  the  Lord  to  come  to  us  and touch  us  with  the  grace  of
salvation  -  that  we  might  live  it  with  greater  freedom and  peace.   Jesus  is  present
whenever we need him to be present:  actually,  whenever we turn to him - even with
empty hands.  Jesus is alive and active in us when we read God's Word and let it into our
hearts. Jesus promised to present with us whenever two or three are gathered together in
his name. And, we know Jesus comes to us whenever our sacrifices and our sufferings
unite us with his own mission. Advent is a special time to experience our for the presence
of Jesus with us now - in all the places we need most. 

Our Future:  Jesus comes again, in glory 
          

One of the most transforming graces of Advent is given us as our longing deepens.  The
more grateful we become for how God saved us in Jesus, the more deeply we enter into
the mystery of how Jesus is with us now.  The closer we are to experiencing joy at how
our Lord, Jesus Christ came into our world, faithful to God and faithful to our life journey
in the flesh, the closer we come to experiencing the mystery of salvation in our everyday
lives. And, as our longing is filled with the utter fullness of God's gift to us, we begin to
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long with the ultimate freedom:  we long to be with him in God.  We live more at home
in this world because our God made a home in this world.  But the whole story draws us
to a complete picture of who we are and where we belong.  Then our prayer begins to
change, in our hearts and on our lips.  We still are singing, "Come, Lord, Jesus!" but our
song is transformed into the free and complete song of the lover: "Come, and take me
with you."

           
“Now we watch for the day, hoping that the salvation promised us will be ours when
Christ will come again in his glory.”

(SILENT ADORATION)

COMMENTATOR: Please stand

VII. INTERCESSORY PRAYERS:

PRIEST: Let us pray dear brothers and sisters to our Loving Father who invites us to a 
sincere preparation for the coming of His Only Begotten Son. For every petition, 
we say:

Our Response: Lord, graciously hear us.

For the holy Church, through the guidance of Pope Francis, that she may lead 
God’s people in solemnly preparing for the coming of Christ. Let us pray to the 
Lord.

For the leaders of nations, that they may remain sober and alert for the coming of 
the Lord, and be prepared with an accounting of their deeds before him. Let us 
pray to the Lord.

For all Christian people, that we may always keep a watchful eye for Christ’s
return in glory, and thus find ourselves in his loving presence. Let us pray to the
Lord.

For  those  who are  burdened  by sufferings  of  any kind,  that  God’s  love  may
inspire in them a deeper sense of Advent hope. Let us pray to the Lord. 

For those who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith, that they may
finally enjoy eternal bliss in God’s heavenly kingdom. Let us pray to the Lord.

3



PRIEST: God our Father, we praise you for your wondrous gift of mercy shown to
us through your Son, we ask you to bring into fulfillment what you have
begun in us through Him, our Lord.

ALL: AMEN.

PRIEST: At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 
Our Father…

COMMENTATOR: Let us all kneel for the Benediction

VIII. BENEDICTION

PRIEST: You have given us the Bread from heaven

ALL: The Source of all happiness

PRIEST: Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, you gave us the Eucharist as the memorial of your suffering
and death.  May our worship of this sacrament of your body and blood help us to
experience the salvation you won for us and the peace of the kingdom where you
live with the Holy spirit, one God, forever and ever.

ALL: Amen

IX. CONCLUDING HYMN : Joyful Celebration no. 223 Jesus your the sweetest name...

Archdiocesan Liturgy Committee
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